The Matsya Purana (120. 19 ff) mentions a hill called Aruna
and associates a stream called Sailodaka"with it. The same
stream is referred to in the Mahabharata (I. 52.2-4) as Sailoda
which further associates it with such tribes as Khasa, Parada
and Kulinda. There is little doubt, therefore, that Mt. Aruna of
the Matsya Purana was situated in North-West and we are of
the opinion that this hill is the original of Mt. Aornos described
by Alexander's historians (pp. 67 ff.). The verse of the Matsya
Purana which mentions this hill is also noticed by Al-Blrunl
(ch. 66). The mount is also apparently mentioned by Yuan
Chwang (Waiters, Vol. II. p. 266) as situated in the Kapisa
country, which was a big country of North-West India with
several dependencies in the 7th century. It is significant to note
that Arrian (Anabasis, Ch. XXVIII) refers to a 'spring' near it
by which he is possibly referring to the above-mentioned stream.
It also appears from Alexander's historians that Aornos not far
from Meros and the above-mentioned stream according to the
Mahabharata was near mount Meru (II, 52,2). The Matsya
Purana (120.21) further informs us that on the summit of the
hill Aruna there was an impregnable fortress which also con-
firms the account of Alexander's historians. So by combining
these bits of informations we arrive at the conclusion that
Mount Aruna of the Matsya Purana is the original of Greek
Aornos.
The two countries Jalandhara (pp. 156 ff) and Takka (pp.
179ff.) have been mentioned by the Jain poet Svayambhu in his
Paumacariyu (82.6.1) who wrote this work in 959 A.D.
As regards the peresent site of Barbarike-Emporium
(pp, 337 ff.) S.N. Majumdar, the editor of 1924 edition of Cun-
ningham's 'Geography* has done well to point out the existence
of a place called Alakanda (pp. 692 ff.) mentioned in the
Arthasastra of Kautilya. It may here be pointed out that in the
fatfyakadtrni (I, p, 151) of Jinadasagani, the 7th century Jain
writer, there is a reference to a place called Alasamda a'nd
described as situated near the river Sindhu. There is little
doubt that this Alasamda is the same as Barbarike-Emporium
also known as Alexander's haven. But it is extremely doubtful
whether Alakanda of Kau^ilya described there as famous for
corals (Pravala) is really Barbaricum 'described in the Periplus